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598 Book Reviews m.v.h.r. 

Our beginnings in Etirope and America. How civilization grew in the 
old world and came to the new. By Smith Burnham, A.M. (Phila- 
delphia and Chicago: John C. Winston company, 1918. 375 p. 
$.84) 

This volume has been prepared in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the ' ' committee of eight ' ' of the American historical association. 
It covers two grades of elementary school work : the elements of ancient 
and modern history for the sixth grade and early American history for 
the seventh grade. The recommendations of the committee of eight are a 
complete vindication of the methods of the immortal Peter Parley — once 
so universally popular and then for a generation discredited — and the 
book under discussion is essentially Peter Parley up to date. It has 
the advantage of fifty years of scientific scholarship. 

The work has been well done : the book furnishes an outline of world 
history in which matters of importance have been included and matters 
of less significance excluded with excellent historical judgment. Chap- 
ters on primeval man and early antiquity, the Greeks, the Romans, early 
Christianity, the beginning of the middle ages, early English history, 
life in the middle ages, and the growth of the English nation present 
in rapid survey the preliminary knowledge necessary for an understand- 
ing of American history. 

In the latter half of the volume, chapters on "The Europe which 
found America," "The east and west," and "How Europe found Am- 
erica" treat witli sufficient fullness pre-Columbian conditions and the 
story of the discovery. The Spanish empire and the first English at- 
tempts at settlement follow. A chapter is devoted to the settlement of 
Virginia and Maryland. The colonization of Virginia is given rather 
too briefly and without sufficient emphasis on its importance — a common 
fault in American school histories. New England and other colonies are 
treated satisfactorily, especially New England. 

The book is written in an easy and interesting style and the succes- 
sive contributions to American civilization are clearly pointed out. It 
is an excellent work for preliminary history teaching. 

H. J. E. 

New American history. By Albert Bushnell Hart, LL.D., professor of 
government, Harvard university. (New York : American book com- 
pany, 1917. 650 p.) 
This is a revision of the author's Essentials in American history, which 
was first published in 1905, and is intended to be used as a text in the 
high school. The high scholarship of the author is sufficient guarantee 
of the historical accuracy of the subject matter of the book. The illus- 
trations are numerous and apt. The maps are excellent. On these points 



